Solicitation: | 5400029803
State of South Date Issued: | 05/28/2026
= Procurement Officer: | Jeffery C. Schwalk
Carolina ¢

Phone: | (803) 737-1018
E-Mail Address: | SchwalkJC@scdot.gov

. . . Mailing Address: | SCDOT Procurement Office
Fixed Price Bid 9 PO Box 191
EXEMPT Columbia SC 29202-0191

Amendment #1 Q & A

DESCRIPTION: FP ON-CALL MECHANICAL BRUSH MANAGEMENT
USING GOVERNMENTAL UNIT: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SUBMIT YOUR OFFER ON-LINE AT THE FOLLOWING URL: http://www.procurement.sc.gov

SUBMIT OFFER BY (Opening Date/Time): 06/17/2026 2:30 PM (See "Deadline For Submission Of Offer" provision)
QUESTIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY: 05/27/2026 10:000 AM COMPLETED (See "Questions From Offerors" provision)
NUMBER OF COPIES TO BE SUBMITTED: ONE ONLINE

CONFERENCE TYPE: Not Applicable LOCATION: N/A
DATE & TIME: MM/DD/20YY  00:00 AM

(As appropriate, see "Conferences - Pre-Bid/Proposal" & "Site Visit" provisions)

AWARD & |Award will be posted on 07/17/2026. The award, this solicitation, any amendments, and any
AMENDMENTS [ related notices will be posted at the following web address: http://www.procurement.sc.gov

You must submit a signed copy of this form with Your Offer. By signing, You agree to be bound by the terms of

the Solicitation. You agree to hold Your Offer open for a minimum of ninety (90) calendar days after the Opening
Date. (See "Signing Your Offer" provision.)

NAME OF OFFEROR Any award issued will be issued to, and the contract will be formed
with, the entity identified as the Offeror. The entity named as the
offeror must be a single and distinct legal entity. Do not use the name
of a branch office or a division of a larger entity if the branch or division

(full legal name of business submitting the offer) is not a separate legal entity, i.e., a separate corporation, partnership,
sole proprietorship, etc.

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED

(Person must be authorized to submit binding offer to contract on behalf of
Offeror.)

TITLE STATE VENDOR NO.

(business title of person signing above) (Register to Obtain S.C. Vendor No. at www.procurement.sc.gov)

PRINTED NAME STATE OF INCORPORATION

(printed name of person signing above) (If you are a corporation, identify the state of incorporation.)

OFFEROR'S TYPE OF ENTITY: (Check one) (See "Signing Your Offer" provision.)

____Sole Proprietorship ____ Partnership ____ Other

____ Corporate entity (not tax-exempt) ___ Corporation (tax-exempt) __ Government entity (federal, state, or local)
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AMENDMENTS TO SOLICITATION

(a) The Solicitation may be amended at any time prior to opening. All actual and prospective Offerors
should monitor the following web site for the issuance of Amendments: www.procurement.sc.gov (b)
Offerors shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to this solicitation (1) by signing and returning
the amendment, (2) by identifying the amendment number and date in the space provided for this
purpose on Page Two, (3) by letter, or (4) by submitting a bid that indicates in some way that the
bidder received the amendment. (c) If this solicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions which
are not modified remain unchanged.

QUESTIONS FROM OFFERORS - AMENDMENT

THE SOLICITATION IS AMENDED AS PROVIDED HEREIN. INFORMATION OR CHANGES
RESULTING FROM QUESTIONS WILL BE SHOWN IN A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER FORMAT. ALL
QUESTIONS RECEIVED HAVE BEEN REPRINTED BELOW. THE “STATE’S RESPONSE” SHOULD
BE READ WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE QUESTIONS. THE QUESTIONS ARE INCLUDED
SOLELY TO PROVIDE A CROSS-REFERENCE TO THE POTENTIAL OFFEROR THAT SUBMITTED
THE QUESTION. QUESTIONS DO NOT FORM A PART OF THE CONTRACT; THE “STATE'S
RESPONSE” DOES. ANY RESTATEMENT OF PART OR ALL OF AN EXISTING PROVISION OF THE
SOLICITATION IN AN ANSWER DOES NOT MODIFY THE ORIGINAL PROVISION EXCEPT AS
FOLLOWS: UNDERLINED TEXT IS ADDED TO THE ORIGINAL PROVISON. STRICKEN TEXT IS
DELETED.

QUESTION #1:

Do we have to obtain insurance for this contract for the entire four years even if we are not in an
active contract with a purchase order?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #1:

Contractors are required to provide a current certificate of insurance showing all required coverage with
their bid submission. Contractors who have an active business should already have most, if not all,
coverages in place. Additionally, Contractors may also have to provide a current Certificate of Insurance
prior to work starting on any issued purchase order.

QUESTION #2:

Will there be a fuel surcharge since there is a price cap?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #2:

There is not a fuel surcharge associated with this solicitation at this time.

QUESTION #3:

Will it be mandatory to have a vehicle follow behind each tractor in the lane of travel since the tractors
have slow moving signs, lights and signs are put out?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #3:
No, a vehicle following directly behind each tractor in the lane of travel will not be mandatory provided

the Contractor’s operations remain fully compliant with the Work Zone Traffic Control requirements
outlined in Section 4.0 and the equipment requirements outlined in Section 4.2 of the specifications,
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including the use of approved warning lights, slow moving vehicle emblems, appropriate signage, and
traffic control devices in accordance with MUTCD and SCDOT standards.

However, if at any time SCDOT determines that the operation creates a traffic safety concern, additional
traffic control measures, including a shadow vehicle or lane closure, may be required by the Engineer.

QUESTION #4:

Currently how many counties do in house brush management? And how many counties have not
been maintaining their brush management?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #4:

Brush management is a standard maintenance activity performed by all counties across the state.
However, the extent and method of brush management operations may vary by county based on
workload priorities and operational approach. Some counties are able to maintain more robust in-house
brush management programs, while others may rely more heavily on contractors to assist with larger
or more extensive brush management efforts. This contract is intended to serve as an additional
operational tool that may be utilized at the discretion of each Resident Maintenance Engineer based on
the needs and priorities within their county.

For additional information about current route condition, contractors are encouraged to drive the routes
they intend to bid on to make their own determination which may impact their bid(s).

QUESTION #5:

If we accept a contract with a county that has not been maintaining their brush management will we
still be required to cut 8 acres a day considering it will take longer to get it back under control?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #5:

The Contractor will be expected to make reasonable progress toward the required production rates;
however, SCDOT recognizes that field conditions may vary by county and location. Areas with
excessive overgrowth, limited prior maintenance, difficult terrain, dense vegetation, or significant debris
may impact daily production quantities.

Production expectations will be evaluated by the Engineer based on actual site conditions, equipment
capability, traffic control requirements, and compliance with the specifications. Contractors are
encouraged to conduct site visits prior to accepting work orders to fully assess conditions as outlined in
Section 6.1 of the specifications.

QUESTION #6:

| see in the contract that it states that inspector can set your starting point, once that is established
can they require you to move locations? As in, if | start and complete a road can they require me to go
across the county to complete a different area?

SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #6:
The Engineer may establish and modify work locations as operational needs require. However, once a
work order and starting location have been assigned, SCDOT’s expectation is that the Contractor will

be allowed to perform the work in a logical and efficient sequence to maintain productivity and minimize
unnecessary mobilization.
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If operational priorities, emergencies, traffic concerns, or other Department needs require relocation to
another area, the Engineer reserves the right to direct the Contractor to a different location within the
county or contract limits. Coordination between the Engineer and Contractor will be expected to ensure
efficient scheduling and work progression. Its recommended that each contractor reviews the work prior
to accepting the work order.

QUESTION #7:
Will the county supply maps with the correct marked roads at the pre-con meeting?
SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #7:

County roadmaps are available at each maintenance office, the engineer shall provide a list of roads to
be completed per the work order.

QUESTION #8:
Is there a guaranteed amount of work for this contract?
SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #8:

This is an on-call contract, which is to be utilized when work is requested. As such, there is not an
amount of work guaranteed to any contractor under any resulting Award.

QUESTION #9:
Will work be awarded on a lowest priced bid basis?
SCDOT RESPONSE TO QUESTION #9:

As per the Award Criteria, Award will be made to all responsive and responsible Offerors. For specific
work under this fixed price on-call contract, the Engineer may offer work to any of the awarded
contractors, considering many factors or combination of factors as a part of their selection, including
price, schedule, quality of past work, suitability, etc. There is not any requirement to offer work based
on lowest price.

All other terms, conditions, bidding instructions, and specifications remain unchanged. If there are any
questions or if any confusion or uncertainty arises as a result of this amendment, it is the sole
responsibility of the offeror to contact the procurement officer for clarification. Contact information can
be found in the top right-hand corner of the cover page of this amendment. Reference the “duty to
inquire” clause in the original invitation for bid.
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