State of South Carolina

Request for Quote
Amendment - 1

Solicitation: | 5400029793
Date Issued: | 05/14/2026
Procurement Officer: | KENESHA ATKINSON

E-Mail Address:
Mailing Address:

Kenesha.Atkinson@des.sc.gov

SC Dept. of Environmental Services
Attn: Procurement

2600 Bull Street

Columbia SC 29201-2104

DESCRIPTION: SCDES Food Waste Study

USING GOVERNMENTAL UNIT: SC Department of Environmental Services

SUBMIT YOUR OFFER ON-LINE AT THE FOLLOWING URL: http://www.procurement.sc.gov

SUBMIT OFFER BY (Opening Date/Time): 85/26/202612:00-PM-ET 05/27/2026 12:00 PM ET (Sce "Deadline For Submission

Of Offer" provision)

SUBMIT OFFER TO: Kenesha.Atkinson@des.sc.gov

Email subject line: SCDES Food Waste Study 5400029793

CONFERENCE TYPE: Not Applicable
DATE & TIME:

(As appropriate, see "Conferences - Pre-Bid/Proposal" & "Site Visit" provisions)

LOCATION: Not Applicable

"Signing Your Offer" provision.)

You must submit a signed copy of this form with Your Offer. By signing, You agree to be bound by the terms of the
Solicitation. You agree to hold Your Offer open for a minimum of thirty (30) calendar days after the Opening Date. (See

NAME OF OFFEROR

(full legal name of business submitting the offer)

Any award issued will be issued to, and the contract will be formed with,
the entity identified as the Offeror. The entity named as the offeror must be
a single and distinct legal entity. Do not use the name of a branch office or
a division of a larger entity if the branch or division is not a separate legal
entity, i.e., a separate corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, etc.

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

(Person must be authorized to submit binding offer to contract on behalf of Offeror.)

DATE SIGNED

TITLE

(business title of person signing above)

STATE VENDOR NO.

(Register to Obtain S.C. Vendor No. at www.procurement.sc.gov)

PRINTED NAME

(printed name of person signing above)

STATE OF INCORPORATION

(If you are a corporation, identify the state of incorporation.)

_ Sole Proprietorship _ Partnership _ Other

OFFEROR'S TYPE OF ENTITY: (Check one) (See "Signing Your Offer" provision.)

_ Corporate entity (not tax-exempt) _ Corporation (tax-exempt)  Government entity (federal, state, or local)

COVER PAGE - PAPER ONLY (MAR. 2015)
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PAGE TWO
(Return Page Two with Your Offer)

HOME OFFICE ADDRESS (Address for offeror's home office /

principal place of business)

NOTICE ADDRESS (Address to which all procurement and contract
related notices should be sent.) (See "Notice" clause)

Area Code -

Number - Extension Facsimile

E-mail

Address

PAYMENT ADDRESS (Address to which payments will be sent.)

(See "Payment" clause)

Payment Address same as Home Office Address
Payment Address same as Notice Address (check only one)

ORDER ADDRESS (Address to which purchase orders will be sent)

(See "Purchase Orders and "Contract Documents" clauses)

Order Address same as Home Office Address
Order Address same as Notice Address (check only one)

End of PAGE TWO
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Amendment Number 1
RFQ 5400029793
SCDES Food Waste Study

AMENDMENTS TO SOLICITATION (JAN 2004)

The Solicitation may be amended at any time prior to opening. All actual and prospective Offerors should monitor
the following web site for the issuance of Amendments: www.procurement.sc.gov (b) Offerors shall acknowledge
receipt of any amendment to this solicitation (1) by signing and returning the amendment, (2) by identifying the
amendment number and date in the space provided for this purpose on Page Two, (3) by letter, or (4) by submitting
a bid that indicates in some way that the bidder received the amendment.

(c) If this solicitation is amended, then all terms and conditions which are not modified remain unchanged.

QUESTIONS FROM OFFERORS - AMENDMENT (JUN 2017)

THE SOLICITATION IS AMENDED AS PROVIDED HEREIN. INFORMATION OR CHANGES RESULTING
FROM QUESTIONS WILL BE SHOWN IN A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER FORMAT. ALL QUESTIONS
RECEIVED HAVE BEEN REPRINTED BELOW. THE “STATE’S RESPONSE” SHOULD BE READ
WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE QUESTIONS. THE QUESTIONS ARE INCLUDED SOLELY TO PROVIDE
A CROSS-REFERENCE TO THE POTENTIAL OFFEROR THAT SUBMITTED THE QUESTION.
QUESTIONS DO NOT FORM A PART OF THE CONTRACT; THE “STATE’S RESPONSE” DOES. ANY
RESTATEMENT OF PART OR ALL OF AN EXISTING PROVISION OF THE SOLICITATION IN AN
ANSWER DOES NOT MODIFY THE ORIGINAL PROVISION EXCEPT AS FOLLOWS: UNDERLINED
TEXT IS ADDED TO THE ORIGINAL PROVISON. STRICKEN TEXT IS DELETED. [02-2A097-1]

SUBMIT OFFER BY (Opening Date/Time) CHANGE from: 5/20/2026-12:00-PM-ET-to 05/27/2026 12:00 PM ET

Questions from Vendors

1. QUESTION: We are reviewing the RFQ for the SCDES Food Waste Study and it appears that the attached
document may not contain all of the information needed to provide a complete response. For example, we noticed
it doesn’t ask for references or examples of past work. Are we missing some documents related to this
RFQ? Also, is Section VIII the extent of the pricing form and does that mean you are looking for a lump sum
price?

State’s Response: This solicitation is issued as a Request for Quote (RFQ). As an RFQ is a simplified
procurement method, it does not require the same level of documentation or narrative response elements
typically associated with a Request for Proposal (RFP). All requirements for this procurement are fully
contained within the published RFQ, and no additional documents are missing.

Section VIII serves as the designated pricing form. Vendors should provide a single lump-sum price in
accordance with the instructions outlined in that section.

2. QUESTION: I'm reviewing the RFP for the food waste study and wondering what the preferred/required
submission is? I see both the online submission and your email. What's ideal?

State’s Response: Proposals may be submitted using any of the following methods, as outlined in the
solicitation:

Online Submission: Vendors may submit their proposal through the online portal at the URL provided in
the solicitation;

Email Submission: Proposals may also be submitted via email to the address listed in the solicitation;

Both Methods (Optional): Vendors are welcome to submit via both methods for redundancy, though this is
not required.

There is no preference for one submission method over another, provided that all required documents are
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received by the stated deadline and comply with the submission requirements outlined in the RFQ.
Please ensure your submission is complete and includes all required materials regardless of the method
selected.

QUESTION: For the infrastructure inventory and diversion gap analysis, is SCDES expecting a primarily
qualitative assessment of existing organics infrastructure, or are respondents expected to develop quantitative
estimates of processing capacity, utilization, and geographic service coverage?

State’s Response: SCDES is seeking a qualitative assessment of the existing organics infrastructure. The
State’s current infrastructure is limited, and the proposal materials describe the small number of facilities.

QUESTION: Can SCDES provide any additional guidance on the anticipated level of detail for the phased
implementation strategy and measurement/monitoring framework described in Section 5.8? For example, is the
intent for this to function primarily as a strategic roadmap, or should it include more implementation-level
program design considerations?

State’s Response: SCDES intends for this component to serve as a strategic roadmap. The expectation is
a South Carolina—specific adaptation of EPA’s National Strategy for Reducing Food Loss and Waste
and Recycling Organic.

QUESTION: Regarding stakeholder engagement, does SCDES already have priority stakeholder groups or
organizations identified for the two virtual stakeholder meetings, or is the vendor expected to propose and
facilitate stakeholder selection?

State’s Response: SCDES will provide a list of potential stakeholders.

QUESTION: Is there a preferred geographic scale for the analysis and recommendations (e.g., statewide,
regional, county-level, or sector-specific prioritization)?

State’s Response: SCDES expects the analysis to be conducted by county and by region, with results
rolled into a comprehensive statewide view. Regions are a central part of the State’s approach, as
SCDES is promoting a hub-and-spoke infrastructure model in which higher-population counties serve
as hubs and smaller counties function as spokes. This structure is intended to improve efficiency and
maximize the impact of limited grant funding.

QUESTION: For the assessment of statutory and regulatory constraints and opportunities, should the analysis
focus primarily on existing South Carolina regulations and programs, or would SCDES also value
benchmarking against peer states and national best practices?

State’s Response: Yes. In addition to reviewing South Carolina’s existing statutes and programs,
SCDES strongly values benchmarking against peer states and the best national practices to identify
successful models that could inform South Carolina’s approach.

QUESTION: Is SCDES expecting the study to evaluate only composting-related infrastructure and diversion
pathways, or should the scope also consider broader organics management and recovery pathways such as
anaerobic digestion, food rescue/donation infrastructure, animal feed, or emerging recovery technologies where
relevant?

State’s Response: SCDES expects the study to address broader organics management pathways.
QUESTION: Can SCDES provide any additional expectations regarding the level of rigor anticipated for the
QAPP and associated data collection/analysis protocols, particularly given the project schedule?

State’s Response: SCDES has consulted with EPA and anticipates that the project may only require an
amendment to the existing QAPP developed for the recently completed MSW characterization study.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

QUESTION: Can you confirm that the quote should be submitted both of the following:
http://www.procurement.sc.gov
Kenesha.Atkinson@des.sc.gov

State’s Response: Please refer to Question# 2 for guidance.

QUESTION: Has SCDES established a budget for this project? If so, can you provide it?

State’s Response: The estimated project budget established by SCDES is $35,000.

QUESTION: Besides a price for the work, would SCDES like additional information to be submitted (recent
similar projects completed by SCS Engineers, description of staff that will be working on the project, our
approach to the work, etc.)?

State’s Response: Yes.

QUESTION: Can SCDES clarify requirement 5.4. Identification and recommendations to address generators
of food waste such as restaurants, schools, hospitals, and prisons and how it differs from 5.8. Recommendations
to reduce food waste through prevention, donation, and diversion?

State’s Response: Requirement 5.4 focuses on identifying major food-waste generators—such as
restaurants, schools, hospitals, prisons, and supermarkets—and assessing where the most significant
recovery opportunities exist. This includes understanding the number and types of large generators and
determining which sectors may warrant prioritization based on the vendor’s findings.

Requirement 5.8 then asks the vendor to provide recommendations across prevention, donation, and
diversion, outlining how each management strategy can be strengthened or expanded. In short, Section
5.4 identifies who generates food waste and where opportunities lie, while Section 5.8 addresses how to
improve outcomes across the full hierarchy.

QUESTION: Conduct two virtual meetings with key stakeholders to collect data and input essential for a
successful study. SCDES and the vendor will agree on the content and timing of the meetings. Can SCDES
provide examples of the stakeholders that will be engaged and the data and inputs to be obtained?

State’s Response: SCDES will invite a range of key stakeholders, including local governments, food
banks, food rescue organizations, commercial vendors, the S.C. Department of Education, the S.C.
Department of Corrections, supermarkets, and other relevant partners—to participate in the two
virtual meetings. The purpose is to gather information on current activities, challenges, and potential
capabilities, including generation data where available. SCDES will promote the meetings and
communicate the data and input being sought, and the vendor may also pose questions to support the
study’s objectives.

QUESTION: SCDES will...Assist vendor in securing specific programs and other stakeholders as needed for
this study and virtual meetings Can SCDES clarify what programs?

State’s Response: Please refer to the stakeholders identified in Question 14. SCDES will assist the
vendor in securing participation from those programs and stakeholder groups as needed for this study
and the virtual meetings.

QUESTION: Can you describe or provide the data available (Facility reporting, hauler reports)

State’s Response: SCDES can provide several existing data resources to support the study. These
include results from the recently completed MSW characterization study, which found that organics are
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17.

the largest material category disposed of (32.5%), with food waste representing 26.2% of landfill
disposal. SCDES also maintains an annual report on food-waste recovery and has already shared a
summary of the State’s composting infrastructure. These datasets represent the primary information
currently available.

QUESTION: What's the intent of the questionnaires here 5.7? A summary of the findings and all supporting
documents such as charts, tables, forms, and questionnaires.

State’s Response: Section 5.7 refers to providing a summary of findings along with all supporting
documentation—including charts, tables, forms, and any questionnaires used during the study. These
materials collectively demonstrate and substantiate the findings presented in the final report, including
the narrative text and the data visualizations that illustrate those results.
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